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In this storied vale one finds an epitome of all the
earth's beauties. The Lady of Kashmir is mountain-
crowned, lake-garlanded, and flower-shod. In later years,
after I had toured many countries, I understood why
Kashmir is often called the world's most scenic spot. It
possesses some of the charms of the Swiss Alps, and of
Loch Lomond in Scotland, and of the exquisite English
lakes. An American traveller in Kashmir finds much to
remind him of the rugged grandeur of Alaska and of
Pike's Peak near Denver.
As entries in a scenic beauty contest, I offer for first
prize either the gorgeous view of Xochimilco in Mexico,
where skies, mountains and poplars are reflected, amidst
playful fish, in myriad lanes of water; or the lakes of
Kashmir, guarded like beautiful maidens by the stern
surveillance of the Himalayas. These two places stand out
in my memory as the loveliest spots on earth.
Yet I was awed also when 1 beheld the wonders of
Yellowstone National Park, and of the Grand Canyon
of the Colorado, and of Alaska. Yellowstone is perhaps
the only region on earth where one may see numerous
geysers'erupting high in the air with almost clocklike
regularity. In this volcanic area Nature has left a speci-
men of an earlier creation: hot sulphurous springs, opal-
and sapphire-coloured pools, violent geysers, and freely
roaming bears, wolves, bison, and other wild creatures.
Motoring along the roads of Wyoming to the "Devil's
Paint Pot" of bubbling hot mud* observing the gurgling
springs, sprouting geysers, and vaporous fountains, I was
disposed to say That Yellowstone deserves a special prize
for uniqueness.
At Yosemite Park in California the ancient majestic
sequoias, stretching huge columns far into the sky, are
green natural cathedrals designed with skill divine.
Though there are wonderful falls in the Orient, none
match the torrential beauty of Niagara in New York near
the Canadian border. Mammoth Cave in Kentucky and
Carlsbad Caverns in New Mexico are strange fairylands.
Long stalactites, hanging from cave ceilings and mirrored
in underground waters, present a glimpse of other worlds
as fancied by man.
In Kashmir a large number of the people, world-famed*
for their beauty, are as white as Europeans and have